CONCEPT NOTE

Roundtable Discussion on children without parental care

Background

Children without parental care are among the most vulnerable children in the world. They face
overlapping disadvantages, and are disproportionately affettgdievelopment policy challenges. The
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losing, paental care.

Since the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child was adopted by the General Assembly on the 20th of
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of its 30" anniversary, a lot needs still be done. There is a need to identify groups of children that are

not sufficiently protected, in order to scale up efforts. Children without parental care face enormous
challenges but so far have received little attention at the United Nationsy&hr 2019, which marks the

10" anniversary of the adoption of the UN Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children (A/RES/64/142),

offers a good opportunity to work on this.

Overview of the Roundtable

The roundtable discussion is an opportunity to brief UN Member States and explore potential ways to
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the current situation of these children, and the saldlisparities they face.

Solutions and good practices from the ground will also be presented, highlighting the progress that has
been made in securing the rights of these children. In addition, the discussion will consider ways to take
stock of, and aelerate the implementation of the Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children at both
the national and international levels.

During the dialogue, Member States are encouraged to share good practices of their national legislation
and policies for chdlren without parental care.

Objectives

1. To raise awareness and create knowledge among UN Member States on the rights and needs of
children without parental care, and those at risk of losing it; the challenges they face, and to instill a
sense of urgencfor political action.

2. To promote the UN Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children, and create momentum towards
its 10" anniversary, taking place in 2019, as a moment to take stock of progress, speed up
implementation and make further commitments fensuring the rights of children without parental
care.

3. To stress the linkages between children without parental care and various thematic priorities for
Member States such as the need for strengthened data collection, deinstitutionalization, violence
aganst children, etc.



